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Thank You For Your Support

The Frederick Ashton Foundation, Birmingham Royal Ballet, Bloomsbury Flowers, The Royal 
Academy of Dance, The Royal Ballet and The Royal Ballet School. 

Carlos Acosta, Dominic Antonucci, Darcey Bussell, Alexander Campbell, Sarah Eliot-Cohen, Max 
Goldman, Elizabeth Honer, Jeanetta Laurence, Iain Mackay, Kevin O’Hare and Anoma Radkevich.

All the artists, donors, volunteers and everyone present today.
Thank you for joining us. We are hoping for your further support! 

Inspiration in Motion team 

Cover image by Elliott Franks 

Lviv State Choreographic School students trying point shoes in 2025

inspirationinmotion.org.uk 
info@inspirationinmotion.org.uk 
facebook.com/danceforukr 
instagram.com/dance.for.ukraine

Inspiration in Motion is a charity registered in England & Wales,  
no.1167669 and a company limited by guarantee no. 9263730 
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Dance For Ukraine ROYAL ACADEMY OF DANCE

Ivan Putrov
Dance for Ukraine 
Producer 
Born in Kyiv, Ukraine to a ballet family, Ivan trained at The Kyiv 
State Choreographic Institute and at The Royal Ballet School, 
London. Upon graduation Sir Anthony Dowell invited him to join 
The Royal Ballet, where Ivan became a Principal dancer after  
three seasons.

His repertoire includes Principal roles in all the classics and 
ballets by Ashton, MacMillan, Balanchine, Nijinsky, Tetley, 
Cranko, Robbins, De Valois, Goleizovsky, McGregor, Forsythe, 

Kylián, Maliphant, Bourne, De Frutos, Petit and Duato. International appearances include leading roles with 
the National Ballet Companies of Cuba, Hungary, Ukraine, Lithuania, England, Mexico, Georgia, Vienna 
Staatsoper and Asami Maki Ballet Theatre.

Ivan has been appointed an Honorary Artist of Ukraine. Awards include Premier Prix at the Prix de Lausanne, 
Gold Medal at the Serge Lifar International Ballet Competition (Kyiv), Gold Medal at the Nijinsky Festival 
(Kyiv), Critics’ Circle National Dance Award (UK), and the Medal for Work and Achievement from the President 
of Ukraine.

He has collaborated with Mario Testino, Johnnie Shand-Kidd, Philip Haas, Nick Knight, Gary Hume, Sam 
Taylor-Johnson, Philip Treacy and the Pet Shop Boys on photographic, film and other creative projects. 

The Pet Shop Boys composed The Most Incredible Thing for him which was first performed at Sadler’s Wells 
in 2011 and was broadcast by the BBC. A year later, Ivan conceived and produced Men in Motion, an 
exploration of the changing role of the male dancer over the last century. It premiered at Sadler’s Wells Theatre 
and has had many successful seasons in London as well as in Italy, Poland and Ukraine. His 2019 production 
Against the Stream was dedicated to those masters of ballet who were the change-makers and was presented at 
the London Coliseum to great critical acclaim.

In 2021 he produced the Ukrainian Ballet Gala celebrating the 30-year Independence anniversary of Ukraine 
by bringing Ukrainian dancers to partner stars of the London ballet scene, putting a spotlight on the tradition of 
ballet in Ukraine. In March 2022 he co-directed with Alina Cojocaru and produced Dance for Ukraine at the 
London Coliseum, raising over £160k for Disasters Emergency Committee, Ukraine Appeal.

Ivan produced Dance for Ukraine again in 2024, raising funds in aid of culture in Ukraine, in particular by 
financing and producing a world heritage ballet, La Fille mal gardée, by Sir Frederick Ashton for the National 
Ballet of Ukraine. The funds raised also supported dance students in Ukraine with over £166,000 worth of 
dance wear and pointe shoes, to assist them in continuing their studies during the war.
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Darcey Bussell
Royal Academy of Dance 
President

Darcey Bussell is a former Principal with The Royal Ballet and the 
most famous British ballerina of her generation. During her nearly 
twenty years as a Principal, she was renowned worldwide for her 
unique combination of having a tall and athletic physique whilst 
dancing with soft lyricism.

Darcey trained at The Royal Ballet School and joined the Company 
in 1988. She was promoted to Principal in 1989, at age 20, after the premiere of Kenneth MacMillan’s The 
Prince of the Pagodas, in which she had created the lead role. Darcey retired from the Company in June 2007 
with a performance of MacMillan’s Song of the Earth, broadcast live on BBC2. She came out of retirement to 
dance the ‘Spirit of the Flame’ at the 2012 London Olympics closing ceremony.

Darcey’s extensive broadcast work includes being a judge on Strictly Come Dancing, many documentaries for 
the BBC, and presenting The Royal Ballet’s worldwide cinema relays since 2014. She remains a Guest Principal 
Coach at The Royal Ballet and is Artist Laureate of the Royal Ballet School.

Her books include Darcey Bussell: Evolved, Darcey Bussell: A Life in Pictures, the ‘Magic Ballerina’ children’s 
series and her autobiography. In 2015 she founded DDMIX (diverse dance mix), a dance fitness charity, aimed 
at getting dance fitness to be part of PE in state schools.

Darcey became the President of the Royal Academy of Dance in 2012.
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Don Quixote, Kitri’s entrance 
Alisa Garkavenko
Choreography after Marius Petipa 
Music Ludwig Minkus

Giselle 
Marianna Tsembenhoi & Joseph Sissens
Choreography Marius Petipa after Jean Coralli and Jules Perrot 
Music Adolphe Adam

Single Man 
Edward Watson
Choreography Jonathan Watkins
Music John Grant  

Dying Swan 
Denilson Almeida
Choreography Calvin Richardson
Music Camille Saint-Saëns

Coppelia  
Viola Pantuso & Caspar Lench
Choreography after Arthur Saint-Léon
Music Léo Delibes 

Don Quixote, Act 3
Alisa Garkavenko & Denis Teixeira
Choreography after Marius Petipa 
Music Ludwig Minkus

INTERVAL

Forever in the heart 
Mariia Shapoval 
Choreography Mariia & Tatiiana Shapoval  
Music NK, Anastasiia Kamenskykh

Grand Pas Classique 
Hanna Park & Martin Diaz 
Choreography Victor Gsovsky  
Music Daniel-Francois Auber

324a 
Joshua Junker
Choreography Joshua Junker 
Music Johann Sebastian Bach

Rhapsody 
Akane Takada & Patricio Reve
Choreography Frederick Ashton 
Music Sergey Rachmaninoff

Dying Swan 
Marianna Tsembenhoi
Choreography Mikhail Fokine
Music Camille Saint-Saëns

Gopak, Taras Bul’ba
Denis Teixeira
Choreography Rostislav Zakharov
Music Vasily Solovyov-Sedoi

Programme note
Rhapsody pas de deux is performed by arrangement with the Frederick Ashton Foundation.  
Rhapsody is one of over 100 ballets created by Frederick Ashton (1904–1988). 
For further information visit frederickashton.org.uk 

PROGRAMME PART 1 PROGRAMME PART 2



6 7

Dancers DANCERS

Akane Takada

Japanese dancer Akane Takada is a Principal of The Royal Ballet. She danced with 
the Company on a Prix de Lausanne scholarship in 2008 and in 2009 entered the 
Company as an Artist. She was promoted to First Artist in 2010, Soloist in 2011,  
First Soloist in 2014 and Principal in 2016.

Takada was born in Tokyo and trained at Hiromi Takahashi Ballet Studio and the 
Bolshoi Ballet Academy. In the 2008 Prix de Lausanne she won the Audience 
Choice Award in addition to her scholarship with The Royal Ballet. Takada’s 
repertory with the Company includes Odette/Odile (Swan Lake), Giselle, Kitri, 
Manon, Juliet, Cinderella, Princess Aurora (The Sleeping Beauty), Sugar Plum 

Fairy (The Nutcracker), Swanhilda (Coppélia), Olga (Onegin), Titania (The Dream), Young Girl (The Two Pigeons), 
Mary Vetsera (Mayerling), Mathilde Kschessinska (Anastasia), Raven (Raven Girl), Nikiya (La Bayadère), Irina (Winter 
Dreams), Perdita and Young Shepherdess (The Winter’s Tale), Tita (Like Water for Chocolate) and roles in Fool’s 
Paradise, Tchaikovsky Pas de Deux, The Statement, The Vertiginous Thrill of Exactitude, Jewels, Chroma, The Human 
Seasons, Voices of Spring, DGV: Danse à grande vitesse, The Four Temperaments, Ballo della regina, Within the 
Golden Hour, Concerto, Multiverse, Monotones I, Medusa and Carbon Life.

Takada’s role creations include roles in Wayne McGregor’s Live Fire Exercise, Tetractys,  
Woolf Works and The Dante Project.

The Royal Ballet
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Patricio Reve

Patricio Revé is a former principal artist with Queensland Ballet and a former 
principal dancer with the National Ballet of Cuba. Born in Havana, Cuba, 
he trained at the Fernando Alonso National Ballet School, joined the Cuban 
National Ballet in 2015 and was promoted to principal in 2017. His international 
touring with the company took him to renowned stages across the United States, 
Canada, Spain, France, Italy, Mexico, and China. He danced the leading roles in 
productions choreographed by Alicia Alonso including Don Quixote, Giselle, Swan 
Lake, Carmen, Paquita, and La Fille mal gardée. He joined Queensland Ballet in 

2018, promoted to principal artist in 2022. Roles include Romeo, Des Grieux, Harry (Marston’s My Brilliant Career), 
Oberon (Scarlett’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream), Snow Prince/Sugar Plum Prince (Stevenson’s The Nutcracker) and 
principal roles in Lander’s Etudes, Balanchine’s Theme and Variations and Serenade. 

He joins The Royal Ballet as a Principal dancer from the start of the 2026/27 Season.

The Royal Ballet
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Joseph Sissens

English dancer Joseph Sissens is a Principal of The Royal Ballet. He trained at The 
Royal Ballet School and graduated into the Company in 2016. He was promoted 
to First Artist in 2018, to Soloist in 2021, to First Soloist in 2022 and Principal in 
2024. 

Sissens was born in Cambridge and is of Anglo-Caribbean descent. He first trained 
at the Georgina Pay School of Dance and on a scholarship with Tring Park School 
for the Performing Arts. Early performances include Oliver! The Musical in the West 
End and Fritz (The Nutcracker) with English National Ballet. He entered The Royal 

Ballet School aged 13. Performances at the School’s annual matinees included in Frederick Ashton’s Les Rendezvous, 
David Bintley’s SpringTime, Kenneth MacMillan’s Soirées musicales and Peter Wright’s The Sleeping Beauty. His 
performances with The Royal Ballet while a student included World Ballet Day, Draft Works, Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland, La Fille mal gardée, Romeo and Juliet, The Nutcracker and Giselle. His awards include second prize  
at the 2014 Young British Dancer of the Year and second prize at the 2015 Ursula Moreton Choreographic Award, 
with his piece Let My People Go. In 2021, he was awarded a Black British Theatre Award in Best Dance Performance 
in a Dance Production for The Statement. 

Sissens’s role creations with the Company include in Robert Binet’s Dark with Excessive Bright, Crystal Pite’s Flight 
Pattern and Light of Passage, Robert Binet’s Void and Fire, Wayne McGregor’s The Dante Project and Untitled, 2023, 
Kyle Abraham’s The Weathering, Joseph Toonga’s See Us!! and Christopher Wheeldon’s Like Water for Chocolate. 
His repertory includes Romeo, The Prince (Cinderella), Espada (Don Quixote), Siegfried (Swan Lake), Florizel (The 
Winter’s Tale), Lescaut (Manon), The Prince and Hans-Peter (The Nutcracker), Florestan and Bluebird (The Sleeping 
Beauty), Dance of the Blessed Spirits, Lensky (Onegin), The White Rabbit (Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland), 
Jimmy (MADDADDAM) and roles in Symphony in C, Us, An American in Paris, Requiem, Danses concertantes, 
Cinderella, Cross Currents, Medusa, Infra, Obsidian Tear, Symphonic Variations, The Statement, DGV: Danse  
à grande vitesse , Scènes de ballet, Rhapsody and Woolf Works, among others. His choreography while with The 
Royal Ballet includes a piece for Draft Works 2017. 

In the 2024/25 Season, he curated Legacy as part of The Royal Ballet’s Black History Month celebrations.

The Royal Ballet
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Edward Watson

Former Royal Ballet Principal Edward Watson is a Répétiteur of The Royal Ballet. He 
trained at The Royal Ballet School and graduated into The Royal Ballet in 1994 and 
was promoted to Principal in 2005. He was appointed Répétiteur in 2020.

Watson was born in Bromley, South London. His repertory with the Company 
included major roles in works by Frederick Ashton and Kenneth MacMillan, 
and numerous role creations for choreographers including Wayne McGregor, 
Christopher Wheeldon and Alexei Ratmansky. His many role creations for 
McGregor included in Symbiont(s), Qualia, Chroma, Infra, Limen, Carbon Life, 

Raven Girl, Tetractys, Woolf Works, Obsidian Tear and Multiverse, and for Wheeldon Lewis Carroll/The White Rabbit 
(Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland), Leontes (The Winter’s Tale) and John Singer Sargent (Strapless). Watson has 
worked with numerous other choreographers, including Siobhan Davies, David Dawson, Javier De Frutos, Alastair 
Marriott, Cathy Marston, Ashley Page and Arthur Pita.

His numerous awards include the 2012 Olivier Award for Outstanding Achievement in Dance, the 2015 Benois de la 
danse and Critics’ Circle Awards in 2001, 2008 and 2022. He was awarded an MBE in 2015.

The Royal Ballet
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Dancers DANCERS

Denilson Almeida

Brazilian dancer Denilson Almeida joined The Royal Ballet’s Aud Jebsen Young 
Dancers Programme for the 2020/21 Season and became an Artist with the 
Company in 2022/23, and was promoted to First Artist in 2025.

He began training at the Petite Danse School in Rio de Janeiro at age 10 and was 
awarded the Rudolf Nureyev Artistic Prize at the 2017 Prix de Lausanne, which 
earned him a scholarship to The Royal Ballet School.

At The Royal Ballet School, Almeida received multiple accolades, including The 
Ballet Association Prize and the Worshipful Company of Gold and Silver Wyre 

Award for progress in classical ballet. He performed in various productions with the school and The Royal Ballet. 
While a student he danced with The Royal Ballet on stage in MacMillan’s Manon and Cranko’s Onegin as well as The 
Sleeping Beauty and Swan Lake. He also featured in the 2021 Meet the Young Dancers Insight streamed online.

With the Company, his roles include Anemoi, Kyle Abraham’s The Weathering, alongside other numerous corps 
roles. He has created roles in Pam Tanowitz’s Or Forevermore, Joshua Junker’s Never Known and in Wayne 
McGregor’s Untitled, 2023.

The Royal Ballet
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Joshua Junker

Joshua Junker was born in Nijmegen, the Netherlands. He began studying 
breakdance and contemporary dance from the age of eight at Boys Action. Aged 
14 he turned to ballet and started his training at the Royal Conservatoire The 
Hague. Two years later, he continued his training at The Royal Ballet School in 
London.

In 2017, Junker joined The Royal Ballet’s Aud Jebsen Young Dancers Programme 
and was promoted to Artist in 2018, to First Artist in 2022 and Soloist in 2024. 
His repertory with The Royal Ballet includes Bottom (The Dream), Hans Peter/The 
Nutcracker (The Nutcracker), Cinderella’s Step-Sister (Cinderella), Alain in La Fille 

mal gardée, and roles in Anemoi, Swan Lake, The Sleeping Beauty and Romeo and Juliet. Contemporary repertory 
includes Wayne McGregor’s The Dante Project and Woolf Works, Crystal Pite’s The Statement and Light  
of Passage and Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui’s Medusa. He created the leading role in Kyle Abraham’s The Weathering.

Junker is a regular choreographer for The Royal Ballet’s Draft Works and International Draft Works choreographic 
platforms. That’s Someone You Never Forget was included in The Royal Ballet’s 2022 gala performance in Doncaster. 
He also created a new work for Dutch National Ballet Junior Company’s 2023 touring programme Ballet Bubbles. He 
had his choreographic Main Stage debut in 2024 with the premiere of Never Known, which was part of the Festival  
of New Choreography.

The Royal Ballet
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Martin Diaz

Spanish dancer Martin Diaz is an Artist of The Royal Ballet. He joined The Royal 
Ballet as an Aud Jebsen Young Dancer in the 2022/2023 Season and was 
promoted to Artist of The Royal Ballet in 2023.

Diaz was born in Bilbao, Spain and began his ballet studies at the age of seven. 
His early training took place at the Escuela de danza Igor Yebra (2010-2017) and 
the Mariemma Conservatory in Madrid (2017-2018). During his time in Madrid he 
attended the World Dance Fair competition and International dance competition in 
Torrelavega where he was awarded first prize. In 2018 he joined The Royal Ballet 

School at White Lodge. Whilst at the Upper School he was awarded a prize in the Lynn Seymour Competition for 
Expressive Dance and in 2022 graduated from The Royal Ballet School. 

As a student he performed the Nutcracker Prince in The Nutcracker, roles in Ocean and Pearls, Walpurgis Night as 
well as others. Whilst at The Royal Ballet School, Diaz participated in YCA competition at the Prix de Lausanne 2022, 
performing a solo choreographed by his classmate Jessica Templeton. 

In his graduate year he performed the lead role in Raymonda as Jean de Brienne as well as in John 
Neumeier’s Yondering and Wayne McGregor’s Presentient.

With the company, his roles include Anemoi, The Weathering and Fool’s Paradise. He has created roles in Robert 
Binet’s Dark with Excessive Bright.

The Royal Ballet

Alisa Garkavenko

Ukrainian dancer Alisa Garkavenko is an Artist with Birmingham Royal Ballet. She 
joined the company in 2025 after previously dancing with BRB2 in 2023. Born in 
Kyiv, Alisa began her ballet training at the age of four. She studied at the Kyiv State 
Ballet School before continuing her training at the Vaganova Ballet Academy in St 
Petersburg. At the age of 16 she performed a soloist role at the Mariinsky Theatre in 
Le Conservatoire by August Bournonville.

Following the Russian full-scale invasion of Ukraine, Alisa continued her training at 
the Académie Princesse Grace in Monaco, where she graduated. During her time 

there she performed works by William Forsythe and Jean-Christophe Maillot alongside major classical repertoire.

In 2020, Alisa won First Prize at the Youth America Grand Prix in Cattolica. Her repertoire with Birmingham Royal Ballet 
includes Clara in The Nutcracker, the Fairy of Modesty, the Fairy of Song and Pas de Quatre in The Sleeping Beauty, 
Kitri’s friends in Carlos Acosta’s Don Quixote, the pas de deux from The Firebird, and roles in Les Sylphides (Prelude 
and Valse) by Mikhail Fokine. Her repertoire also includes Rhapsody pas de deux by Frederick Ashton, Diana and 
Actaeon pas de deux, and roles in Cinderella and La Fille mal gardée. She has also performed in contemporary works 
including Majisimo by Jorge García, Mirrored by Will Tuckett, A Buenos Aires by Gustavo Mollajoli, and in Black 
Sabbath – The Ballet by Pontus Lidberg, Raúl Reinoso and Cassi Abranches.

Birmingham Royal Ballet
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Viola Pantuso

American Dancer Viola Pantuso is a Soloist of the Royal Ballet. She joined The Royal Ballet 
as an Aud Jebsen Young Dancer from the start of the 2021/2022 Season and entered the 
Company as an Artist in the 2022/23 Season, was promoted to First Artist in 2024 and 
Soloist in 2025.

Pantuso was born in Chicago, Illinois and began her ballet studies at the age of three. 
Her early training took place at the Joffrey Academy of Dance and at The Ellison Ballet 
Professional Training Program in New York City. During her time in New York she was 
awarded the silver prize at the Youth America Grand Prix (YAGP) NYC Finals. In 2017  
she joined The Royal Ballet School at White Lodge. During her time at the Upper School  

she was awarded First Prize in the Lynn Seymour Competition for Expressive Dance.

After joining The Royal Ballet, she represented the Company at the 2023 International Competition for the Erik Bruhn Prize

Professional performances while a student included The Joffrey Ballet’s La Bayadère, Othello and The Nutcracker and American 
Ballet Theatre’s production of Le Corsaire. While at The Royal Ballet School, she performed the main role in Elite Syncopations and 
danced in Ashley Page’s Mephisto Waltz for her graduation performance. She also performed in Liam Scarlett’s The Cunning Little 
Vixen at the Royal Opera House and in Didy Veldman’s Is To Be in the 2020 Winter Youth Olympics in Lausanne, Switzerland

Pantuso’s repertory with The Royal Ballet includes Alice (Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland), Olga (Onegin), Perdita (The Winters 
Tale), Clara, Vivandière, Mirliton (The Nutcracker), Ren (MADDADDAM) and roles in Mayerling, Manon, Les Rendezvous, The 
Dream, Everyone Keeps Me and The Dante Project. She created roles in McGregor’s Untitled, 2023 and Figures in a Landscape, 
Jessica Lang’s Twinkle and Pam Tanowitz’s Secret Things and Or Forevermore.

The Royal Ballet
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Caspar Lench

British dancer Caspar Lench is a First Artist of The Royal Ballet. Lench joined The 
Royal Ballet as an Aud Jebsen Young Dancer at the start of the 2023/24 season. 
He was promoted to Artist of The Royal Ballet in 2024, and First Artist in 2025.

Born in Bristol, he began ballet lessons at the age of four at the Bristol School 
of Dancing. He later became a Junior Associate of The Royal Ballet School 
and in 2015, joined The Royal Ballet School’s full-time training at White Lodge, 
progressing to the Upper School in 2020.

During his time at the School, he was awarded the April Olrich Award for Dynamic 
Performance, the Gailene Stock Award for Exceptional Progress and the London Ballet Circle Dame Ninette Award  
for Most Outstanding Male Graduate. He graduated from The Royal Ballet School in 2023 after eight years of full-time 
training. 

Performances whilst at the School included dancing with The Royal Ballet in The Nutcracker, Cinderella, and The 
Sleeping Beauty. In his graduating performance during the School’s summer performances, he danced featured roles 
in Christopher Wheeldon’s Within the Golden Hour and Jiří Kylián’s Sechs Tänze, and the solo Takademe by Robert 
Battle. 

With the Company, his roles include Puck (The Dream), Blackbeard (MADDADDAM) and The Jester (Cinderella).  
He created a role in Pam Tanowitz’s Or Forevermore.

The Royal Ballet
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Hanna Park

South Korean dancer Hanna Park joined The Royal Ballet’s Aud Jebsen Young 
Dancers Programme from the start of the 2020/21 Season and entered the 
Company as an Artist in the 2022/23 Season, and was promoted to First Artist  
in 2025.

Park was born in Seoul, South Korea and trained at the Sunhwa Arts Middle and 
High School and then the Korea National Institute for the Gifted in Art (KNIGA).  
In 2015 she won first prize at the Valentina Kozlova International Ballet Competition 
and second prize at Tanzolymp Berlin in 2016. In 2017 she won first prize at the 

Youth America Grand Prix (YAGP) and won a scholarship to The Royal Ballet School at the Prix de Lausanne the year 
after. Park was also awarded the London Ballet Circle Dame Ninette Award in 2020. 

While at The Royal Ballet School, she performed the main role in Paquita, and danced in Marriott’s Simple Symphony, 
Scarlett’s The Cunning Little Vixen, and Ashley Page’s Larina Waltz at the Prix de Lausanne gala in 2020. Her 
professional performances while a student included dancing with The Royal Ballet in The Sleeping Beauty, Coppélia, 
and Swan Lake. 

Her roles with the Company include Queen of the Dryads (Don Quixote), roles in Anemoi and Everyone Keeps Me.  
She created roles in Pam Tanowitz’s Or Forevermore and Gemma Bond’s Boundless.

The Royal Ballet
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Mariia Shapoval

Mariia Shapoval is a Ukrainian ballet dancer born on June 29, 2006, in Kyiv, 
Ukraine. She began her professional ballet training at the Kyiv State Choreographic 
School, where she studied for six years and developed a deep connection to 
classical dance, musicality, and stage expression.

In the summer of 2023, Mariia participated in the Elena Potapova Ballet 
Competition in Japan, where she was awarded 2nd place in her category. The 
competition brought together young dancers from different countries and became 
an important and inspiring experience in her artistic journey.

After the outbreak of war in Ukraine, Mariia continued her training abroad and moved to the United Kingdom. 
She studied at The Brighton Academy, where she completed the third year of the ballet course. During her time at 
the academy, she performed in various stage productions, including the academy’s annual Christmas and dance 
performances.

Mariia completed her studies at The Brighton Academy in the summer of 2025. On stage she brings musicality, 
sincerity, and a thoughtful approach to movement. As a young dancer, she continues to explore and develop her artistic 
individuality while gaining new experience and moving forward in her professional path in ballet.

Brighton Academy graduate
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Dancers

Denis Teixeira

Denis was born in Kyiv, Ukraine, and began his dance training at the age of nine.  
In 2020, he joined The Royal Ballet School, where he is currently in his graduate 
year as part of the class marking the School’s 100th graduating anniversary.

During his time at the School, Denis has received several awards, including 
the Artistic Prize for Progress and Endeavour. He has performed in numerous 
productions with the School, including Les Patineurs and The Sleeping Beauty at the 
annual performance at the Royal Opera House. This year, he has danced in La Fille 

mal gardée with The Royal Ballet, and is currently rehearsing for Mayerling with the Company.

Alongside his dedication to ballet, Denis is also an accomplished violinist and holds a diploma in violin performance. 
He has performed at several events, playing works by composers such as Sarasate and Mendelssohn. His unique 
combination of dance and musical training informs his artistry, enriching his stage presence and expressive 
performance style.

Royal Ballet School
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Inspiration in Motion 
Peter Eyre, Tasya Howarth, Sue Lynas, Duncan Milroy,  

Pasha Shekhovtsov, Milda Perminiene, Doug Wadsworth

Lighting and Sound Technician
Edward De’Ath 

Company Teacher
Ibrahim Onal 

Costume Support 
Takako Sato 

Sol-Var Stenseth
Veronika Veriovchenko

Dance for Ukraine launches Inspiration In Motion’s appeal for student support 
in the 2026/27 academic year. Inspiration in Motion is a charity registered 
in England & Wales, no.1167669 and a company limited by guarantee no. 

9263730.

Website: inspirationinmotion.org.uk 
Email: info@inspirationinmotion.org.uk 

 

Marianna Tsembenhoi

Ukrainian dancer Marianna Tsembenhoi joined The Royal Ballet’s Aud Jebsen 
Young Dancers Programme at the start of the 2020/21 Season.

Born in Kyiv, Tsembenhoi began her training at the age of three at the Kiyanochka 
Cultural Centre. She went on to train at the Choreographic Gymnasium and the 
Choreographic College, both in Kyiv, before attending The Royal Ballet Upper 
School, graduating in 2020. 

Tsembenhoi was awarded the Grand Prize at the Mysl-Potok Ballet Competition in 
2014 and second prize at the Yuri Gregorovich Ballet Competition in Sochi in 2015. 

At the Youth American Grand Prix (YAGP), she won silver and gold medals in 2016 and in 2017 she won a scholarship 
to The Royal Ballet School and was one of the top 12 finalists.

With the Choreographic College she danced Aurora and Lilac Fairy in The Sleeping Beauty and Clara in The 
Nutcracker. While at The Royal Ballet School, she performed in The Sleeping Beauty, Marriott’s Simple Symphony, 
Andrew McNicol’s Sea Interludes, Napoli variation, Paquita pas de trois, Goyo Montero’s Pulse, Ashton’s Rhapsody, 
and Larina Waltz by Ashley Page at the Prix De Lausanne Interludes 2020. While a student she danced with The Royal 
Ballet on stage in Manon, The Sleeping Beauty, The Nutcracker and Coppélia.

March 2026 marks her debut as Giselle with the Royal Ballet.

The Royal Ballet
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Dance For Ukraine

The story so far

In March 2022 following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, Alina Cojocaru, who trained in Kyiv, 
and Ivan Putrov organised Dance for Ukraine to raise funds for the Disasters Emergency 
Committee, Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal. The event was supported by dancers, musicians 
and artists from across the UK.

Two years later with the war still raging, Ivan Putrov organised a second gala which focussed 
on supporting ballet in Ukraine in the belief that art and culture must survive. This time funds 
went to gifting a production of Sir Frederick Ashton’s quintessentially English ballet, La Fille 
mal gardée to the National Ballet of Ukraine and providing shoes and dancewear to 
struggling ballet students. The event featured an international cast of dancers and artists and 
was supported by international artists such as Baryshnikov, Forsythe, Ratmansky, Gormley and 
Kapoor. La Fille was staged last summer to packed and appreciative audiences and only one 
performance was interrupted by sirens!

‘La Fille mal gardée is not just about the past. It is about the present. It is about how culture 
can serve as a  pillar of strength when the world is shaking.’
Vechirniy Kyiv (Evening Kyiv)

Ballet shoes and other dancewear to the value of over £166 000 was delivered to grateful 
students.

‘Thank you very much to the sponsors for the wonderful pointe shoes, I am already 
actively working in them, one of my most comfortable pairs!‘ Kateryna T

‘We feel tremendous support — we are not alone after all‘ Kateryna H

The work goes on. This year Dance for Ukraine is focussing on funding students at the two 
leading ballet schools in Kyiv. In an economy wrecked by war students need all the help we 
can give.

‘Making it possible for ballet students stay in professional education will not only 
allow them to follow their dreams, it will ensure that ballet is alive and flourishing  
in Ukraine when they grow up.’ Ivan Putrov

Thank you for being here today!

Student support boxes in London, Ivan Putrov

Mainpole dance, La Fille mal gardée, National Ballet of Ukraine

La Fille mal gardée, National Ballet of Ukraine

Point shoes sent to students in Ukraine

Lviv State Choreographic School students
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Dance For Ukraine

We are seeking to raise £50,000 
by June 2026 to support at least 
30 students, ensuring they can 
remain in training. 

Proceeds from this event will go to supporting students aged 10–18 at the Kyiv State Ballet 
College and the Serge Lifar Kyiv Municipal Academy of Dance. The admission to these 
highly respected schools signifies exceptional promise. However, currently, many families are 
experiencing extreme hardship with household incomes as low as £160 per month, placing 
accessibility to training at serious risk.

Your contribution can make a tangible difference:
• A gift of £320 provides a year of essential dancewear for a girl, a gift of £240 provides 
a year of essential dancewear for a boy.
• £700 covers a student’s school lunches for a full year.
• £1,500 can support one student’s core annual study costs.
• Larger gifts can sponsor multiple students or provide flexible support where need is 
greatest. 

Grants are awarded following an application from families and interviews conducted by 
charity representatives experienced in Ukrainian dance education, ensuring support reaches 
those most in need.

By giving, you are not only helping a young dancer continue their studies — you are protecting 
talent, hope, and cultural continuity during an extraordinarily difficult time

inspirationinmotion.org.uk 
info@inspirationinmotion.org.uk 
facebook.com/danceforukr 
instagram.com/dance.for.ukraine

Inspiration in Motion is a charity registered in England & Wales, no.1167669  
and a company limited by guarantee no. 9263730 
 

Net proceeds from this event will go to student support in Ukraine  
delivered by Inspiration In Motion.

Volodymyr Kutuzov in Gopak, Dance for Ukraine 2024  ©FotoKaul
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Dance For Ukraine

Inspiration in Motion promotes dance and the 
performing arts. Given the continuing war in Ukraine 
we focus on supporting dance there.

The Charity is very grateful to our generous donors 
and sponsors whose support makes our work 
possible. Their commitment, partnership, 
and belief in our mission empower us 
to support young talents in Ukraine.


